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to hurry home, from winter-quarters, towards those Provencal Countries; and Marechal de Belleisle, who commands there, has his hands full. Triumphant enough her Hungarian Majesty, in Italy ; while in the Netherlands, the poor Sea-Powers have met with no encouragement from the Fates or her.1 All which the reader may keep imagining at his convenience ;—but will be glad rather, for the present, to go with us for an actual look at M. de Voltaire and the divine Emilie, whom we have not seen for a long time. Not much has happened in the interim ; one or two things only which it can concern us to know;—scattered fragments of memorial, on the way thus far:
1". M. de Voltaire has, in 1745, made way at Court. Divine Emilie picked-up her Voltaire from that fine Diplomatic course, and went home with him out of our sight, in the end of 1743 ; the Diplomatic career gradually declaring itself barred to him thenceforth. Since •which, nevertheless, he 1ms had his successes otherwise, especially in his old Literary course : on the whole, hrighter sunshine than usual, though never without tempestuous clouds attending. Goes about, with his divine Emilia, now wearing browner and leaner, both of thorn; and takes the good and evil of life, mostly in a quiet manner ; sensible that afternoon is come.
The thrice-famous Pompadour, who had been known to him in the Chrysalis state, did not forget him on becoming Head-Butterfly of the Universe. By her help, one long wish of his soul was gratified, and did not hunger or thirst any more. Some uncertain footing at Court, namely, was at length vouchsafed him:—uncertain; for the Most
1 'Battle of Piacenza' (Prince Lichtenstein, with whom is Browne, versus Gages and Maillebois), i6th June 1746 (Adeltmg, v. 427) ; ' Battle of Rotto-freddo' (Botta chief Austrian there, and our old friend Biirenklan getting killed there), 12th August 1746(2^.462): whereupon, 1th September, Genoa (which had declared itself Anti-Austrian latterly, not without cause, and brought the tug of War into those parts) is coerced by Botta to open its gates, on grievous terms (it. 484-489)' so that, November 30</<, Browne, no Bourbon Army now on the field, enters Provence (crosses theVar, that day), and tries Antibes : yh-llih December, Popular Revolt in Genoa, and Expulsion of proud Botta and his Austrians (id. 518-523); upon which surprising event (which could not be mended during the remainder of the War), Browne's enterprise became impossible. See Buonamici, Histoire tie la derniere Revolution de Genes; Adelung, v. <i6 : vi. 31 : etc. etc.